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SUMMARY OF PREFERRED PLAN RECOMMENDATIONS AND JUSTIFICATION 
PLAN: The aim of the plan is to allow natural evolution of the frontage and to ensure no 
significant impact of the zone to the south. The intent is to allow the natural shingle bank to 
overtop and to roll inland in response to sea level change. At Dunwich, the plan does not 
preclude continuation of low level management of the beach within the constraint that it does 
not develop as a significant coastal headland. The intent of the plan is also to improve flood 
defences to Walberswick and to the rear of Dunwich, and to allow management and 
improvement to inland defences behind the front line of the shingle bank. This will provide the 
best advantage in terms of habitat creation within a more natural defence policy. Further 
investigation would be required to address and develop an management plan for the potential 
loss or damage to important archaeological interest in the area.  Management of this area in 
the above manner does require that the harbour entrance is maintained as set out in BLY9. 
This in turn interacts with policy concluded within the estuary BLY10. 
 

PREFERRED POLICY TO IMPLEMENT PLAN: 
From present day: Continue to monitor trial defences at Dunwich. Develop approach to 

withdrawing management of shingle bank and improvement to defence in 
land. 

Medium term Improve flood defence standard to both villages.  
Long-term Maintain flood defence to both villages. 

 
SUMMARY OF SPECIFIC POLICIES 

Policy Plan Policy Unit 
2025 2055 2105 Comment 

DUN 11.1 Walberswick  HTL HTL HTL Maintain and improve flood defences. 
DUN 11.2 Walberswick 

Marshes 
MR MR MR Examine opportunity for managing 

inland defences. 
DUN 11.3 Dunwich 

Rear 
Defences 

HTL HTL HTL Maintain and improve flood defences. 

DUN 11.4 Dunwich Cliff MR MR MR Low level management is not precluded.  
Key:   HTL - Hold the Line,   A - Advance the Line,   NAI – No Active Intervention 
          MR – Managed Realignment 

 
CHANGES FROM PRESENT MANAGEMENT 
No significant change to SMP1 Policy 
 
IMPLICATION WITH RESPECT OF BUILT ENVIRONMENT 

Economics by 2025 by 2055 by 2105 Total £k PV 
Potential NAI Damages/ Cost £k 
PV 

   610 

Preferred Plan Damages £k PV    386 
Benefits £k PV    224 

Property  

Costs of Implementing plan £k 
PV 

 53  53 
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