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ROYAL HASKONING

SUMMARY OF PREFERRED PLAN RECOMMENDATIONS AND JUSTIFICATION

PLAN: The aim of the plan is to maintain the defence at North Felixstowe overall but in a
responsive manner, taking account of periods of likely good sediment supply and periods of
little sediment, thereby allowing the need for less overall control of coastal processes.

PREFERRED POLICY TO IMPLEMENT PLAN:

From present day Maintain defences with potential need for improvement to groynes and
addressing undermining.

Medium term Maintain defences with potential need for improvement to groynes and
addressing undermining.

Long term Maintain defences with potential need for improvement to groynes and
addressing undermining.

SUMMARY OF SPECIFIC POLICIES

Policy Unit Policy Plan

2025 2055 | 2105 Comment
DEB 18.1 | Golf Course HTL HTL HTL Long term response management.
DEB 18.2 | North Felixstowe | HTL HTL HTL Long term response management.

Key: HTL - Hold the Line, A - Advance the Line, NAI — No Active Intervention
, MR — Managed Realignment

CHANGES FROM PRESENT MANAGEMENT
No substantial change from existing policy.

IMPLICATION WITH RESPECT TO BUILT ENVIRONMENT

Economics by 2025 | by 2055 | by 2105 | Total £k PV
Property Potential NAl Damages/ Cost £k - - - 3,392
PV
Preferred Plan Damages £k PV - - - 0
Benefits £k PV - - - 3,392
Costs of Implementing plan £k - - - 1,904
PV
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ROYAL HASKONING

Strategic Environmental Assessment summary table for preferred policy MA DEB 18

This is an excerpt from the Strategic Environmental Assessment undertaken for the Suffolk SMP — for the full assessment, please refer to
Appendix F (Strategic Environmental Assessment: Environmental Report).

ISSUE DETERMINATION

ISSUE - Maintenance of environmental conditions to support biodiversity and the quality of life

ISSUE - Maintenance of balance of coastal processes on a dynamic linear coastline with settlements at estuary mouths

The Suffolk coast is a complex system of dynamic and static shingle, beach frontages, urban
areas and estuary mouths. The system has been maintained in recent years to provide relative
stability to the system in order to protect coastal assets. The effects of sea level rise require a
more strategic approach to shoreline management, but the relative stability of the plan area
needs to be maintained albeit within a dynamic context.

Will SMP policy maintain an overall level of balance across the Suffolk coast in regard to coastal
processes, which accepts dynamic change as a key facet of overall coastal management?

The Management Area provides protection for established urban frontages and
represents a holding point on the coast

Overall, the Management Area will have a minor negative benefit in regard to this
issue.

Will SMP policy increase actual or potential coastal erosion or flood risk to communities in the
future?

Will SMP policy commit future generations to spend more on defences to maintain the same level
of protection?

Does the policy work with or against natural processes?

The Management Area will not lead to increased levels of erosion or flood risk. The
overall effect therefore is neutral.

The HTL policies within this Management Area will protect the communities of
Felixstowe but, such defences will need to be increased in regard to SLR. The effect is
considered therefore to be minor negative.

The overall intent of the Management Area is to defend Felixstowe. The overall effect
is therefore minor negative.
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ROYAL HASKONING

ISSUE

DETERMINATION

ISSUE - Maintenance of water supply in the coastal zone

Agriculture on the Suffolk coast is dependent on the maintenance of a freshwater supply from
groundwater aquifers. The delivery of this supply is threatened by intrusion of salt water into
freshwater aquifers and from the loss of boreholes at risk from erosion — will SMP policy maintain
structures to defend water abstraction infrastructure and to avoid any exacerbation of levels of
saline intrusion into freshwater aquifers.

The HTL policy adjacent to Felixstowe will provide a minor positive contribution to the
defence of freshwater aquifers and infrastructure.

ISSUE - Maintenance of the values of the coastal landscape & Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB)

The maintenance of the coastal landscape in the face of coastal change on a dynamic coast and
estuary system. A key factor being the potential change in the landscape in response to shifts in
coastal habitat composition and form.

Will SMP policy maintain a range of key natural, cultural and social features critical to the integrity

of the Suffolk coastal landscape?

Will SMP policy lead to the introduction of features which are unsympathetic towards the
character of the landscape?

The Management Area provides a balance of natural and anthropogenic features in
this area and the effect is therefore minor positive.

No new features are proposed by this policy.

ISSUE - Protection of historic and archaeological features on a dynamic coastline

The Suffolk coast contains a range of historic settlements and harbours typically located on the
open coast and mouths of estuaries (for example, Southwold - Walberswick, Aldeburgh, Shingle
Street etc). These settlements may be at higher levels of risk from coastal flooding as a result of
climate change or levels of erosions along the coast — will SMP policy maintain the fabric and
setting of key historic listed buildings and conservation areas?

Policy in this Management Area will continue to maintain such features including the
maintained defence of an SAM.

Therefore there is an overall minor positive benefit.
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ISSUE DETERMINATION

The coastal zone in Suffolk contains a range of archaeological and palaeo-environmental The Management Area provides protection for urban areas and features within them.
features which may be at risk from loss from erosion within the timeline of the SMP — will SMP
policy provide sustainable protection of archaeological and palaeo-environmental features (where | The Management Area provides minor positive benefits.
appropriate) and ensure the provision of adequate time for the survey of archaeological sites

where loss is expected.

ISSUE - Protection of coastal communities and culture

Protection of coastal towns and settlements

The Core Strategies of Waveney Council and Suffolk Coastal District Council identify key coastal
settlements which are important to the quality of life locally and the integrity of the economy of the
area. These settlements are likely to face a higher level of risk from coastal flooding and loss
due to erosion in response to sea level rise. There is a need therefore to ensure that the
settlements below are protected for the duration of the SMP. The settlements are listed in

Section 3.4.4.

Will SMP policy maintain key coastal settlements in a sustainable manner, where the impact of The HTL policies for defended areas provide sustainable defence and so the policy has
coastal flooding and erosion is minimised and time given for adaptation? a minor positive benefit.

Coastal communities in Suffolk may be dependent on key features which are located outside of The policy at DEB 18.1 maintains the location of the golf course and car park to the

the settlement area (for example the relationship of Southwold Harbour (on the Blythe Estuary) to | north of Felixstowe and the effect is therefore minor positive.
the economy of Southwold). There is a need therefore to ensure that features which support
communities are maintained, or the actual utility is maintained) — will SMP policy maintain the
form or function of features located outside of established settlements, which are essential to the

economy and quality of life of key coastal settlements?

Protection of key coastal infrastructure
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ISSUE

DETERMINATION

The Suffolk coast is served by a network of roads along the coast (primarily the A12) and a
network of smaller roads to coastal settlements. The maintenance of these roads is important in
regard to the utility it provides for the coastal economy and quality of life etc. The roads
themselves are of secondary importance (they could be replaced), the important feature is the
actual access provided as a social and economic function. The potential exists for this network to
be affected by coastal processes — will SMP policy maintain road based transport connectivity
between settlements on the Suffolk coast?

The Management Area HTL will provide ongoing defence of coastal roads in
Felixstowe.

The Management Area provides minor positive benefits.

The Suffolk coast is visited by a large number of tourists and residents every year. Access to
and along the coast is provided by a range of coastal footpaths (the primary footpath being the
Suffolk Coasts and Heaths Footpath). The provision of this access, rather than the actual
footpaths themselves supports a range of values which contribute to the quality of life and local
economy of the Suffolk coastal area. Paths are often located close to the foreshore in areas at
risk from coastal erosion (or within potential areas for managed realignment) — will SMP policy
maintain or enhance levels of access along or to the Suffolk coast.

The HTL policy will maintain coastal footpath in urban.

The Management Area provides minor positive benefits
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